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Knowing oneself is Knowing God
The Gnostic scriptures present a challenge to modern Christian heritage as they adopt a different approach to that taken by Biblical books. Gnostic scriptures such as the Gospels according to Thomas, Mary Magdalene and James were considered as heresy at the beginning of the Christian era. These texts contain verses that a majority of modern Christians would consider to be controversial and even blasphemy. This includes the verse in the Gospel according to Thomas which states that Jesus summoned death to a boy who had struck Jesus on the shoulder. These scriptures also shed light on the childhood of Jesus which is notably missing from New Testament books. The Gnostic scriptures have the common theme of offering information related to Jesus that is secret and hidden from the many. 
In the Gnostic scriptures according to Mary Magdalene, Thomas and James, a notable theme is how a significant number of verses focus on deeper knowledge than covered by modern Biblical scriptures. The Gnostic scriptures encourage a person to know oneself at the deepest level because it is considered similar to knowing God. This is illustrated in the highly cryptic teachings by Jesus revealed in these scriptures. In one instance, Mary Magdalene states Jesus had appeared to her and instructed her not to give a law like the lawgiver lest they be constrained by it. The writing techniques used in these Gnostic scriptures provide more emphasis on the nature of Jesus as a human being, not only as the Son of God. This may have been intended to highlight how important it is to discover oneself in order to discover God. In the Gospel of Thomas, Jesus teaches that whoever will drink from Jesus’ mouth will become as he is and the things that are hidden will be revealed to him. This is significantly different from the belief of Orthodox Christians that Jesus as the Lord and Son of God is distinct from the rest of humanity. The Gnostic scriptures teach that Jesus and the people both received their being from the same source, highlighting the need for each person to look inward first and foremost if they seek God.
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